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1, 8. I. Kavtaradze, Soviet Arbassedor to Rumania, is reported to have con-
ferred recently with Ans Pauker, Foreign Minister, Ghoorghe Gheorghiu-Dej,
Prosident of the Supreme Economie Council, Vasile Luca, Minister of Finance,
and Prime Minister Petru Groza, outlining a plan for the formatiocn in Ru-
manie of a coalition government more accepteble to the Vest., Formation of
such a coalition would bs achieved primarily by inviting the participation
of such members of the National Peasants Party as remained at liberty.
Consideration was a2lso given to the possible relemse from prison of such
National Peassinte as would be willing to adhere %o a cealition government,

2: The Rumanian Commnists selected Mhai Ghelmegianu, former member of the
National Peasants Party and presently a vice president of the Flowman's
Front, to approach those formsr officisls of the National Pesgants Party
who have not yet been in prison, On 8 April Ghelmegiamu interviewed Aristide
Schileru, stating thet he was officially charged with initiating an effort
to form a coalition government and asking if Schileru, az a member of the
National Peasants Party would be willing to participate, Schileru replisd
that he could not do Bo since his chief Tuliu Maniu was in prison at Gelati, :
and he was certain that the Rumanisn people would rally around Iuliu Meniu :
rather than any other figure.

30 According to source, the same offor to Jjoin e coalition goﬁremrzent was then
made to Maniu, The National Pemsant leader refused %o commit himself on ths
ground that he was not familiar with the current volitiecal situetion im Ru-
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mania, and asked for liberty to speak to the American and British repre-
sentatives in Bucharest. Ghelmegianu replied thet he was not empoworad
to grant such a request, but would convey it to his principals in the
Govermment . i

Source describes these maneuvers as a manifestation in Rumania of the
Soviet peace offensiva,
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